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FRIDAY FLIER (10/09/09) 
 

1) LCCS will be closed on Monday, 10/12 in observance of COLUMBUS DAY.  LCCS will also be 
closed on Monday, 10/26 for staff development. 

 
2) The LCCS STAFF LIST 2009-10 is attached.  Individual teacher’s extensions are available at the 

website.  Click About Staff/Teachers and Staff. 
   

3) Join the LCCS community for an afternoon of fun at our ANNUAL ALL-SCHOOL PICNIC at 
LIBERTY STATE PARK,  on SUNDAY, 10/18 from 12 – 4 pm (NO rain date).  The picnic will 
be at the big playground on Freedom Way, parallel with Ellis Island, and about a 1/5th mile south of 
the Railroad Terminal.  There is ample parking.  An informal pot-luck, the picnic will have games 
and refreshments for kids, families and staff.  Please bring food or drink to share, something to sit on, 
and stuff to play with (Frisbees, balls, etc.).  If you can help set-up or break-down, email Charlotte 
Kreutz at charlotte-kreutz@lccsnj.org.  A map is available at the main office. 

 
4) ORDERS for the INNISBROOK GIFT CATALOGUE Fundraiser are due by Wednesday 10/13.   

• NOTE: If you are unable to order online, you may turn in the worksheet as an order sheet 
with your payment attached (checks made out to LCCS).   

• Your friends and family may order from the catalogues online at www.Innisbrook.com. (THE 

SCHOOL CODE is #104638)  Just follow the instructions on the website, www.innisbrook.com   
Select Parents EZ at the website. See flier with catalogue for more instructions. Questions, email 
Charlotte Kreutz at charlotte-kreutz@lccsnj.org or call x 29. 

 
5) HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH RAFFLE:  Encourage your child to enter the Spanish teacher 

Alison Bekkedahl’s Reading Fiesta .  All students receive a form on which they can enter their 
information.  They can read a Spanish book, online or hard copy; or read a book or article about 

Message from the Principal 
 

Dear Parents, 
 Today marks the departure of LCCS’s principal of eight years, Susan Grierson.  Under her 
leadership LCCS has become one of the most respected charter schools in the state of New Jersey.  Her 
love of students, teachers and families at LCCS is obvious.  Please join me in wishing her all the best in 
all of her future endeavors. 
 Mrs. Grierson and I have had a productive two weeks of transition, also working closely with our 
assistant principal, Mr. Jamie Rice.  It has been a a pleasure getting to know the students and staff.  It has 
been wonderful to begin to know students’ names and talk to them.  Please rest assured, the community 
and culture at LCCS will not only thrive, but it will grow stronger.  We have a wonderful new building 
and have an incredible future to offer our students with this new space.  Please feel free to contact me or 
Mr. Rice with any concerns.  I look forward to getting to know all of you. 
 

All the Best, 
Janet Ciarrocca, 
LCCS Principal 
Janet-ciarrocca@lccsnj.org  



Hispanic culture in English.  They just need to write about what they read and drop the form in the 
raffle box in the Spanish Classroom any time next week.  The drawing for the $10 gift card will be on 
Friday, 10/16.   

 
6) MACY’S SHOP FOR A CAUSE on 10/17:  Macy’s is sponsoring one day of shopping on Saturday 

10/17, when shoppers can get as much as 25% off their purchases all day!  LCCS is selling the $5 
coupons that allow you to get these great deals.  LCCS keeps all of the money from the sale of the 
coupons. You can purchase them from Charlotte Kreutz at the front desk, every day next week 
through Friday, 10/16.    

 
7) TABLE TENNIS for ADULTS!  Don’t let the kids have all the fun.  Join Phil Rivo and others in 

friendly competition on Tuesday evenings starting on 10/20 at 7:30 pm in the LCCS Auditorium.  For 
a small donation of $5 enjoy a little evening exercise playing this olympic sport!  SPACE IS 
LIMITED so contact Phil Rivo soon at phil@jerseycityliving.com or 201-725-6193 to reserve your 
spot and get any questions answered. 

 
8) TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS and MORE:  As many of you know, despite its 

academic success, LCCS finds itself in a difficult financial position as a result of statewide cuts in 
funding.  We are currently funded at less than half of the amount given to Jersey City Public Schools 
per child.  To bridge this gap, we are calling on all of our fundraising resources - including straight-
up, old-fashioned check writing:   

• To help families contribute to LCCS while getting the most tax advantage, we are hosting a 
informal seminar with financial advisors from the  Element Financial Group on  
Tuesday, 10/27 at 7pm at an LCCS family residence at 660 Jersey Ave. 

• The folks from Element will discuss different short-term and long-term gifting plans that will 
enable you to reap tax benefits, while supporting the school.  They will also be able to answer 
any questions you might have.   

• If you think you may have any room at all in your budget this year for  tax-deductible 
donations, please join us. Please RSVP to shelley-skinner@lccsnj.org by Friday, 10/23. 

 
9) THE LCCS COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD IS UP!  Check out the LCCS Community 

Bulletin Board right outside the main office.  Lots of information is posted about events going on in 
our school and around Jersey City and the area.  Parents and friends are welcome to post notices 
about sports sign-ups, theater events, local businesses and more.  Please show the item you want to 
post to Brittin Bleakley or Charlotte Kreutz before posting. 

 
10) LUNCH VOLUNTEERS still needed from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm every day.  Please come to the 

main office; no need to call ahead. 
 
11) The HALLOWEEN FUNDRAISERS are coming!  Fliers are attached. 

• The Little Gym, located in Pathmark Shopping Center, will be offering two parties for 

      different age groups to accommodate all the little monsters and princesses:  
• Friday 10/30 for 2nd & 3rd graders from 6 – 8 pm. 
• Saturday 10/31 for Kindergarten – 1st graders from 4 – 6 pm.  

• NEW LOCATION for 3rd – 8th grade Halloween Party! 

Your hair will stand on end at TERROR THEATERTERROR THEATERTERROR THEATERTERROR THEATER!  All will be revealed at the LCCS 
auditorium on Kensington Avenue on Friday 10/30 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm.   

• NOTE: Third graders may attend either The Little Gym or the Terror Theater. 
 

12) The LCCS BOARD OF TRUSTEES will meet on Tuesday, 10/13 at 6 pm.                                   
Meetings are open to the public. 

 



13) THE ART ROOM NEEDS MAGAZINES:  Please donate any colorful magazines, catalogues, etc. 
for use in art classes.  Leave at front desk for the art teacher Jill Schifter. 

 
14) THE LOST AND FOUND is overflowing.  It is located in the northwest corner of the auditorium.  

We encourage you to take a look when you drop off or pick up your children.  There are many 
sweatshirts, jackets, and lunchboxes.  Every few months we take unclaimed clothing, wash it, and 
deliver to a charity.  Make sure you check it out.   

• Please label children’s clothing and lunch boxes. 
 

15) The temperature is dropping.  Please DRESS CHILDREN WARMLY. Children go OUTSIDE 

FOR RECESS and during THINK TANK throughout the school year. Dress children neatly and 
appropriately.  Children are active learners at LCCS, running around in the gym and outside at recess, 
sometimes “getting messy” in art and other activities.  Short skirts, tight clothing, non-sneaker type 
shoes, etc. keep children from fully participating in school activities. 

 

16) CONGRATULATIONS! The team of Jade Perez, Maia Goitia and Eleanor Garner won 3rd place 
($150) in the Mahatma Gandhi 2009 Art and Writing Contest.  Their poster was chosen out of 2,500 
submitted by NJ middle and high school students.  The poster illustrated Gandhi’s quote, “Be the 
change you wish to see in the world” and was created in Jill Schifter’s Think Tank art class last June.   

 

 



Friday,10/30 - 2nd & 3rd grades 6- 8 pm 
Saturday,10/31 Kindergarten – 1st grades 4 – 6 pm     

LCCS Fund-Raiser and Halloween Happenings for 
the Younger Set!  

 
 
WHO:   LCCS Students grades Kind/1st and 2nd/3rd 
 

WHAT & WHERE: Two Halloween Parties: Snacks, drink, games, and activities  
   at The Little Gym of Jersey City 
   Old Colony Square (Pathmark) Shopping Center, Grand Street 

 

COST:  $10/child (Maximum $25 per family)   

  Attendance limited to 50 children at each event. Non-LCCS 
     children may attend but must be accompanied by LCCS family.  
         – first registered, first served - 

  Parents must remain at the party with their children this 
is not a drop-off party 

  Peg Pisani and Joe Giani are donating the gym and snacks – 
all other proceeds go to LCCS  

  Parent volunteers are needed to staff the door and lobby so 
that Little Gym Staff are able to spend their time with the 
children.   

  Contributions of snacks and drinks welcome!    
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RSVP for HALLOWEEN HAPPENING at the LITTLE GYM GRADES K – 3 
tear-off and return to front desk at LCCS no later than Tuesday, October 27! 

 

We are coming _____Friday: 2nd – 3rd grade from 6 – 8pm  
 

We are coming _____Saturday: Kindergarten – 1st grade from 4 - 6pm 
 
Child’s name:___________________ Child’s name:___________________ Child’s name: _____________________ 
 

Parent(s) name(s):  ________________________    phone number(s):  ___________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:  ________($10/child)(Max. of $25 if three or more children in the family) 
 

Check if applicable 
____  YES,  I am will to help volunteer at the party by working in the lobby or at the front door 

   

___ YES  I am happy to contribute the following drinks or snacks: 
 

      ____________________________________________________________________________________   



You’re invited to  

    T e r r o rT e r r o rT e r r o rT e r r o r     T h e a t e r  T h e a t e r  T h e a t e r  T h e a t e r      
  
 

    LCCS Auditorium on Kensington Ave. 
Friday, 10/30  6:30 – 8:30 pm sharp 

Drop off only!! 
 

             
Cut here ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Cut off and return to front desk at LCCS no later than Tuesday, October 27! 

 

                                         RSVP for Terror Theater – 3rd – 8th grades 
                       (3rd graders may instead attend The Little Gym on Friday or Saturday) 
                   Non-LCCS students may attend but must be accompanied by LCCS student.  
 

Childs’ name:____________Childs’ name:_____________Childs’ name:______________ 
 
Parent name(s):________________phone number(s):  _______________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:  _____________ ($10/child, $25 max for 3 or more kids in one family)  
 

____I can contribute a tray of hot food or $5 towards pizza  
        (call Denyse Williamson at 201-434-2945)  

There’s something There’s something There’s something There’s something behind that curtainbehind that curtainbehind that curtainbehind that curtain    



 
learning community charter school 
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LCCS Staff Organization 2009-2010                                                                                                                       

 
Room 

Principal       Janet Ciarrocca       105 
Assistant Principal                 Jamie Rice    312 
School Business Administrator      Michael Steinmetz   212 
Administrative Coordinator    Karol Roberts          211 
Student Records Coordinator    Sheila Smith           209 
Director of Development and Outreach   Shelley Skinner        106 
After School/Special Projects Coordinator   Charlotte Kreutz                                    107 
Receptionist                                                               Brittin Bleakley                                          108 
School Nurse       Monya McCarty         217             
Kindergarten Teacher-KA     Marie Van Der Horn    110 
Kindergarten Teacher-KB                Jessica Strumpfler                                    109 
Kindergarten Teacher-KC    Stephanie Megaro                              112   
1
st
 Grade Teacher- 1A      Gillian Sahadi    101 

1
st
 Grade Teacher- 1B                                                        Sarah Westley                                          113 

1
st
 Grade Teacher- 1C     Nicole Dynega    100 

2
nd
 Grade Teacher- 2A      Rachel Schwartz    103 

2
nd
 Grade Teacher- 2B      Kimberley Smith      104 

2
nd
 Grade Teacher- 2C     Ivy Sta. Iglesia    102 

3
rd
 Grade Teacher- 3A      Meghan Wood          206  

3
rd
 Grade Teacher- 3B      Jacqueline Stone   207 

3
rd
 Grade Teacher- 3C                                                       Robby Lefkowitz    205  

4
th
 Grade Teacher- 4A      Elizabeth Brown     201 

4
th
 Grade Teacher- 4B      Emily Litman            218 

4
th
 Grade Teacher- 4C                                                       Linda Silvestri                 200 

5/6
th
 Grade Social Studies Teacher 5-1         Christina Meluso        303 

5
 
/6
th
 Grade Math Teacher 5-2              Erica Smith                302 

5/ 6
th
 Grade Science Teacher 6-3                 Lauren Rogers       315 

5/6
th
 Grade English/Language Arts Teacher 6-4  Fran Snowise              300 

                           Deniz Akiska    432 
7
 
/8
th
 Grade Math Teacher 7-5    James Laster                305 

7
 
/8
th
 Grade Social Studies Teacher 7-6                        Steve Krinsky               304  

7/8
th
 Grade Science Teacher 8-7    Joan Buonafide           314               

7/8
th
 Grade English/Language Arts Teacher 8-8  Mary Downing            306 

Music/Movement Teacher    Meera Jaffrey             B1 
Art Teacher       Jill Schifter                 313 
Spanish Teacher      Alison Bekkedahl       203 
Physical Education Teacher    Scott Silva                   Gym   
Child Study Team                             Marla Burns                208 
Reading Specialist      Fran Strauss               210 
Reading Specialist     Debra Silva                308 
Math Specialist     Dana Guzman            309 
Speech/Language Specialist    Barbara Duffy            202 
5/6 Writing Lab          301 
7/8 Writing Lab          307 
Computer Lab           204 
Occupational Therapy          215 
Staff Development          310 
Server Room           316 
School Psychologist     Karen Robergeau       216  
Assistant Teacher     Jerome Davis           
Assistant Teacher      Melissa Megaro 
Assistant Teacher               Jacqueline Crismale 
Assistant Teacher     Jennifer Guarini 
Assistant Teacher     Margaret Murphy                                                           
Teacher’s Aide      Katherine Andujar  
Custodian      Tomas “Tommy” Garcia                           B5 
 


