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morrow at the Jersey Clty
Musenm here her documen-

and Fdlk ,Songs in- Chma," will
be showmg. » ‘

“Ialways won- -
-~ dered why itwas
forbrdden, butlife
~wentonandl -
-becamea musrc
~ teacher.”
“MEERA JAFFREY

““I had -an -encounter on a
train that -was '?going from
Shanghai to ‘Bejing,” ‘said
Jaffrey, who lives in the Heights
‘section of Jersey City.

On this train, some 20 years
ago, she ‘met an elderly man.
Having studied music and
Chinese culture in college,
Jaffrey -asked if he knew any
songs she couldlearn. * -

“He said he knew.a really nice
song, but that it was forbidden
to be sung,” Jaffrey recalled. It
was then that he leaned over
and whispered the songto her.
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WHERE: The Jersey Crty
Museum, 350 Montgomery

WHEN: Tomorrow at2 p m.
DETAILS: The movie is: ,free
“with museum:admission. of
$4. Thiswill be a sneak

;preview-for the community.

v "\‘I' : elwey'e wondered why it
was forbrdden, but life went on

~ -and T became a music-teacher,”
. said Jaffrey, “who ‘teaches at

Learning Commumty Charter
School.
-~ Originally from India, she. has

lived-in the Heights for the past

25 years. In 2004, she learned of

-agrantfor charter school teach-
‘ers topursuesa topic that-would
be-of interest to them and that:

could ‘potentially -help -other
teachers. So this was her chance
to finally answer her question
about the -old man’s forbldden

song.. - -
After - getting rhe grant she

began ‘interviewing -older

people from' China ‘who :were
living -in" ‘America. She asked |

them about the songs they grew
up ‘with -and how it reflected

society <and ‘the- governmg‘

bodies:of that period. -

“Though 'most of -her inter-
views were from the New York/
New Jersey metropolitan area,
she also went to California to
interview-people there. A movie
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MEERA JAFFREY plays her gurtar at the Leamrng Communrty Charter ' :
School in Jersey City on Wednesday. Jaffrey has completed a movie about |
Chinese culture and the influence folks songs have contributed to it.




